We know little of the nature and magnitude of our actual environmental difficulties. The current wave of public concern has been aroused in large measure by scientists who have occasionally exaggerated the all-too-genuine deterioration of the environment or have overenthusiastically made demands which, unnecessarily, exceed realistically realizable-or even desirable-expectations. The nations of the world may yet pay a dreadful price for the public behavior of scientists who depart from fact to indulge in hyperbole.-PHILIP HANDLER, President, NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES, 1970. There are many flies in the ointment of our knowledge about the effects of mercury in the food we eat. It is entirely conceivable that small amounts of mercury may contribute to rather than impair human well-being. EYL Contemporary attitudes towards molecular biology and the environment illustrate well the division between people who feel that science is a force for good, and those who think that its pursuit can do much harm. This polarization of attitudes has long been evident, but now seems to have reached crisis proportions. ROSE, H.: Pangloss and Jeremiah in Science, Nature 229:459-462 (Feb. 12), 1971. The authors report the lessons to be learned from one practical experience NOTE: An asterisk indicates that copies may be available from the author of the paper at the address given.
in arranging health care for 35,000 persons attending a pop-music festival. Reports of drug-taking, orgy-making hippies at first misled the providers; they soon realized that many young people merely looked as though they had taken stimu- The results of a mechanical information retrieval service were compared with those of a parallel search of the literature done by individuals. At least in certain disciplines, more than 90 per cent of the desired information was obtained. This is adequate for most commercial and scientific purposes. The good things men do are made complete only by the things they refuse to do. Community medicine endorses the goals of social as well as physical and mental well-being; it finds justifications for abortion in economic need, population control or simply individualistic voluntarism. But the medical profession must define its own ethic, independent of that of the general culture; it must identify its own moral obligations in deciding whether termination of pregnancy justifies killing of the fetus. The findings of this report suggest that the family plays a key role in stimulating an interest in health careers.
When any group wishes to recruit more young people into the health field, it should include in the recruitment effort the opportunity to see health workers in action. The results of this study relate to the content and timing of educational programs. For example, health education programs for children in grade 4 or below may be more effective if they focus on specific diseases rather than some abstract concept of health. In Los Angeles County it was found that students who committed suicide had been withdrawn, isolated, and communicated poorly with parents or peers; they were mostly male, average students, and campus pressures seemed not to have contributed to their suicides. Suicide attempters were mostly women and had other different characteristics. Death rates from cirrhosis correlated positively with the per capita consumption of alcohol in Pennsylvania. However, the relationship was complex between cirrhosis, alcohol, and certain socioeconomic characteristics. Other causal factors such as dietary insufficiency seemed to be important. The traditional public health agencies are racing against time to prevent being driven into a disappearing limbo. Public health leaders must divest themselves of the paralyzing influence of a highly vocal and conservative minority among physicians in private practice. This small group has unfortunately led organized medicine into its present impasse, and has also pushed health departments into their current predicament. FREEDMAN In five years the Regional Medical Programs have established organizations that cover the country. Confusion persists, however, over their mission and how to achieve that mission. Particularly at issue is their role in changing, rather than simply upgrading the existing health-care delivery system. It remains to be seen whether they are faced with a golden opportunity or an insoluble dilemma.
Human beings deteriorate in nursing homes, but this is not necessarily the fault of the nursing home system. Some rehabilitative care is possible, but it will be expensive and does not fit the cost and reimbursement picture in many nursing homes. 
